
LOS A}'GELES TETfr COURT

I. Inf rod uction

\l'hat Is Teen Court?

\\'hat Is The Teen Court philosophl.?

ffi:,?,:H ;,r: ;iffi1 ii[, i : :::: l:,, r, e rn :, i, e eu, 1 i n,e n e n ri o n
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tc. reduce recidri.isi_rrand encouraee ju'enire ortenders rr 3c.3rr resp0nsibrriry ror-their- acrrons.
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'& Teen Court is based o.n the phiiosophy,tiar borh the srudenrs w.ho vorunreerto parncipate as iuro-rs, clerk, il 
3;11,n,;;;;lu.nii. offender benefrrf.:ilffi:f.i:T r" p,,iJll 
,*,,:rul.yr: oirender w,,rr nor conrinue
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rures of rr.rillirppr,v to the parricurarcase; 2.) The consequences of the offenc. ;jr.ft;_ due process is obsen.edby'coun procedure. In addirjor,, ,h. panicipal,, _ Uoll offender and v.olunreer- Ieam abour.lustice, pow.er, equaliry,, propem,nghts, and lrbem, Jusrice is



d.ernonstrated when the jury exercalleged olrender il;:';t .:r:'::s^]ll 
nower ordecision ro either hord the
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$'hg!oes Teen Court Offer_ _. 
{ur:!3ite Offenders?

1\'here Is Teen Court?

The Judicial Officer

{L The Teen Court nr.,o_rcm ^cr_ 
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by \r'erfare and Iasrin-r,,on, io,t. s..,ion, ?_rf anj u;;;t,",r=# 
,r rr,non.*r

:1#t.T[1' 
,n Los Angeles are presenriv n.,o 

1:r:erar drf,ierent rocarjonsSupenor..,,,lll,ri'*:f [1"'' .o'o, ;r;;'as Division j or*re Newharieirher *r**o;;;'r'.;,1.xlo*r, how'er.er, are h,eld r,.lr.rihilh s.hoot in
:l:l_:;;;i ;?:ff;;,::trilm on c amp u s wi i, o n rr, -nft;#Si an d D o rs e yclassroom Pasadenr'r.., ;#'rXT :[::il::: c.,'ol ui*i' r.n.., ;;; Jschooi campus.II' Teen Court participants 

And Their Functjoos

I ft. Judicial Officer is the main conrent r^- ^rr9:y rhe rudicirr oini.l'il:::::13'l to:a| asencles in,orved in reeno rn c e r t o p ro r.i d e a vari e ry . r r;,t 
[1,ll:,# ;# :i.T*f]i::].coun and proride a leamin;;;;.r.. rr;;:u o'*.,oants The Judiciar
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that the schedule rai;;;;ol.r do., nor conflict wirhrnes rhar wourd decrease Teen coun's srudenr ;;;;;*.. 
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Judiciar officer shourd be aw,are of the needs of the parricurar school(s) wherethe Teen court student jurors c.me from in order to assist the schoor in ryingTeen court into the school cumculum *t,.nru=I. possible, The Judicial officershould be contacted at ieast 48 hours in ad'ance of each r.rr.Jri.o Teen courtand pronded wirh lhe cases that probation has scheduled. This allow,s the court
i:il::il:JH,T:f[H and ro consider an,,,rerared areas,r;;taw that ma,v

* During the flal' the bench officer should take an a*ive role to ensure that thejury has sufficient informarion to decide tfie case. This means that rhe Judiciarofficer shor-.rrd reriew'fie Teen cour-r fiie to ,rnE, rhar aripeninent racts ueconrained in the srrnmar)'read to the ju.o* ii.'juairiar ortrcer may ,nd itne.esssr-v to promptjuror quesnoning This is especiari;,uue in ne* Teencouns *'here student jurori are jusr rearning ro be ef,ficienr lacr fincers TheJudiciar orficer xr, acce pt the.1,',n,.,.,0i.', *o iroror.c sentence and, *.here
:ffi;i;il:;::"0'fr' 

the se:rteace to best me3t the re habitirarir. n..a, or the

The Probarion Officer

*.The Prooarion Cifrcer assigned ro Te:n Coun is resp,tn5rbje for seeking ourTeen coun refen-ars, screenin-g cases, meenng,*.irh the minor and guardian, andharine rhe appropriare con'a.'t r'o ;;i;;; t;, ,,-.0 a-nd prepared in a Teencourt fire' The hobarion officer st,ouid ;.r;;,i.rrr, wrrh the Judrciai 

'fficer
assigned to the parncular Teen coun to ensue a l'ariery of cases and to resorv.eary queshons re-sardin-s the suitabiliry of a panicuL..r. f,or the parricurarTeen Court. The hobarion Officer sl.rould re,,ieo, il.,. ,rr..rt repoft and preparerhe summary of the charges that wril be proria.J to ti-,. coun and the studenrjurors' The summary and arrest repons should also be contained in the Teencoun fiie. Addirionaily, ir is usefi.rr to have n. pror.rion officer insu-uct theminor to bring hivtrer last repon card to coun for re,,iew at the riar. TheProbation officer should conlct the assigned Judicial olficer at least 4g hoursbefore the scheduled Teen Court ana pror.iae the bench officer w.ith the list ofcases and charges to be heard. The probanon offic.r r,rigr.d to Teen courtshould be familiar wrth local prograrTrs such as famiry and dmg counsering andanger managemenr in ordern,o ..Jir, ,h. Jr;l;i6ii;., in fasrr_ioninsappropnare condinons oI Teen coun probanon. n.,. p;;;;ir. o*.., ,,responsible ror supervrsion oithe minor iithe *ino,. is conricred b1'the Teencourt jut' Ani hobation officer assigned ,o p*tip;;;;'il;;;seres , ,



icniHffi;:i::"*::8ram shourd want to parricipare rhis shourd nor be an

The School

s The school(s) in'oll'ed in Teen court are usualri,represented by a teacherthat is the "Teen court coordinator., This ,t,orra be a 
'oruntary assi_a:rmentsince the posinon requires a sigmficant rim. .o*mirment. if Teen Court is to beconducted at a rocar high schoor, Teen Court ryr have the support of theschool adminish'anon' The school must pr;rl#, .rassroom #*. courr to beconducted (unless a courfoorn is a'ailabl. on campus), anouher crassroom rorthe Jury to rneet and deliberate, a,'rd a ri'aimg area lor.he ju'enile offenders andtheir parents whlle aw'aiting r,at. rae ,.r.rr.i,.rordinator rnust set rre Teencourt schedule for the y'ea, aad coordinare rhe schedule wrrh the Judicialofficer and other school affjriries to marimize student par-riciparion Theteacher'coordinator must estabrish, on th, ,.io".t ca.,..,pus, a methoti rorpublicizing Teen court and ensunnq srudeni anendance Theteache r'lcoordinalor should mainiain con.,c, *in rhe assigne,J Judrciar crfrcer-to assist the Judiciaj Officer in rLntlersrandur.e how.rhe TeJn Coun prograrn iscomected to the school curriculum (rhis is.ro..iarr'r.r..ie in schocrs *irh a ra,.rmagnet)' The teacher''coordinator wrll heip Lhe couri serect the Crerk of thecoun, the Bairiffs (somenmes ROTC), *a n. ,ruo.nt interyrerers. Someschools subpoena srudents to Teen corn r.r, p*icular session. orher schoolsproride students rryith communiry- senice,r.Jiiror puticiparing in Teen coun(certain magne t schoois require a fixe d number of hours oi.on,lr'*itl,seniceeach semester to suy in the magnet),

& Ir is important that an orienmnon for ne *,srudenE be conducted eachsemester before Teen Court begrns. Thrs onen*,io, shourd inr.orl,e ail newstudents w'ho wrll be in'ited to participate in the coming semesrer, the assignedprobation officer, and when possible, *y rr"y., yoluateers that assist in theprograrn' New student jurors should ue aonisea of the proper decorum and anirervhile participating in ittn court. Th.y should also be pror.ided with a basicouthne of the reasons for the existence tri.." i"urt. Anached is a sampre ofmatenals pro,ided to the santa clanu vrrr.y r..n coun parrrcipants. It is anexcellent exarnple for use at onenhhon.

The Aftorne], \,olunteer
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r! The vorunteer aftomey assists Teen court in a number of w.a,ys. First andforemosr, rhe 
'orunrr., 

irto*ey,acts as a pro*., f*';;;'il|il jury. Thepro*or's responsibiliry is to make sure thit the jurors fuacfionl*, .;r* in thatthey select a foreperson to lead the discussion, n.y discuss the er.idence andmake findings o.r!.,' and they appry the raw,as insn_r.ted to th. r*t, as they
ffi.o:l'#:::,}H ffi::i*'ih'rr not g".,r,. j,"v -v.oo*onur raw and

su i I ry o r i r th e *in 0,, d*,,, ;i ;:,f IT,',ij; jjffj?;iJ 
fi.| n,,,fi, f ,.fr*Ia proper disposition: 

Tt is a iuy decision *a noi the decision of theforeperson alone' It is the ptttto* responsibiriry to ensure that a discussion takesplace' The proctor shari qv t"-, aroid inflr-rencinE the '

org,ilt or rhe proper disposi,ion 
'n.;;;il;r:'J,'..i,,'I'H'.Tr'.1'."r,tn' 

issue

1.il..'rrrrr:H.only 
w.hen n...rr".1, ro set the snrdenr jurors ,. ...0r* OroO*

.-r:;i-ffi:1."#;l;i'J.iJ..";;l:"1 opponuniry ro,- s.r:denr jurors to tark ,i irh
e,r p e ri e n c e. an d n. L g o n r, ;; ; ;; : X :.':';l,l: :,i:ifi J: ::,Jff ;: ;* :;lif,e time expenence for these rrigh!rhoor srude ,.,*-,t,,u, can pi.oride rhem urrhmotir arion for rurure achjer.*ln,- In some ro**rnirjes r.oiun,..rlnorney,s andtheir larr firms prolrde raw books'and other *.,.nrt, for the schoors use inconnecrjon with Teen Court or Iaq,magnet acnriries. A la,,r_,.er who has

illt,T i5H *:,T:l fi::: I nl;:: 
i; ; ; i ; ;', J c o n d u ci e d i s a-p an i c u r a r, y

\\'ho Is An Eligible Juveuile Offender?

a' Any minor be*ee n the age of r r- r7 is erigibre for parnciparion in Teencoun' Experience has shoui that'minor, *o-., il;g. or I r have a diflficurtnme mainaining their compo*. (there ,.y u..*ceprions to this a,eelimitarion)' The minor trrourJ u.l nrst ri*.'on ni., *a eligible foian earlyinten'endon by tfe n9u-arir. o.p*renr pursuant to werfare and InstirurionsCode secrion 236,.0r infonnaffit.rion p*rr*, ,o w.trrr. and Instirufionscode 654' The minor cannor,;.;; the irign Jr;itrm which the jury poor isdrawr' how'ev's1, the minor .* u. r:|;ned from a probarion office in LosA:rgeles count,v. The focus or.l,giuirity should il;, tie mjnor, his farml),, aadw'hether the si'x monrh probarionai penod is surficienr nme in u,hich to eriectrehabilitarion based on fre n.*,lr'the offens. e* quesdon as ro erigibrri,),, 
..,



should be resorl'ed by the bench officer supenising Teen court.
*' The following is a list of offenses t}raf have been the successfur subject ofTeen courr proceedingr rrrriir, i, no, ,*rrulio pe.nar code SecJons: t4g,148'1' I48'3, ,og.t-,^t.qg.q,ziiirro.g 

anx rheft of,abicycle) ,242,2.43.4,243.5,243 '6,415, 4t7,45g (second a.sr..), a a,-, q;:q, si"q,, soz, 626.10, 647b),Healthand Saflery Code Secdons r ilsi61 *a r r,:sl'('ri,-,
{l' f*orE - Proposirign 2l may effe* the.eligibiiiry of some cases under \\,elfare
il : .? i,: I#:'-,? il., : il ff l,,J * *;:lt I it# 
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